6 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/609,211 


PHIPPS ET AL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Sharon Kennedy 


3762 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to application filed on June 27. 2003 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The invention is directed to an agent containing reservoir or set of reservoirs for 
incorporation into an electrotransport delivery system and the controller for delivering 
the agents. In comparison, prior art multiple agent or replaceable delivery systems do 
not have a great degree of control over the delivery profiles. See, for example, Reller et 
al., US 5,053,001. Sibalis, US 4,883,457 also discloses the concept of replaceable 
reservoirs but does not devise a way to control the delivery profiles by altering the 
volume and surface area characteristics of the electrode contact area and reservoir skin 
contact area. Nelson et al., US 4,917,688, is cited of interest, and includes reservoirs 
having alterable surface to body contact areas, however, it is not an electrotransport 
delivery system and the reservoirs do not appear to be replaceable. In contrast, the 
invention of the instant claims include reservoirs having a predetermined 
volume/surface area to be placed in contact with a body; and a controlled surface area 
in contact with the electrode, the combination of which results in a controlled accurate 
delivery of multiple types, rates, durations, etc., of agent delivery. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharon Kennedy whose telephone number is 571/272- 
4948. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on 571/272-4955. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained by going to 
www. uspto.gov . clicking on "Status &IFW", entering the application number, and then 
clicking on one of the tabs to retrieve the appropriate information. 
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